
 

 
 
We all know that most couples #1 priority is the budget. 
 
Otherwise everyone would spend a crazy amount of money and we would all be broke for the 
next 10 years ha... 
 
… It is a constant struggle of Quality vs. Cost when it comes to weddings 
 
So how do you figure out what you want to spend? On what items do you consider the quality 
over the cost and vice versa. 
 
Let’s first look at a few stats:  
 

- 85% of wedding guests say the entertainment was the thing they remembered most from 
the wedding 

- 74% of brides say they should have spent more on the DJ  
- 91% of couples agreed that the experience at their wedding was most important to them 
- 88% of weddings are on social media (pictures, videos, etc)  

 
Those stats above are just a few of the hundreds of stats that all say the same thing… you 
should choose the quality over the cost when it comes to your wedding EXPERIENCE. 
 
We have talked to a lot of brides in our time and had the privilege of being a part of 1000+ 
weddings, plus we have spent hours and hours and hours and hours and hours (you get it ha) of 
our time researching weddings to find out exactly what brides want and how we should guide 
them.  
 
In our expert opinion, you should consider these 3 things a top priority to choose quality over 
cost: 
 

1) The DJ/Entertainment - this is what both guests and couples remember after the 
weddings over. People forget the DJ is involved in so much more than the music. He is 
pretty much hosting your wedding. The DJ makes all the difference in a wedding being 
“ehhhh.. It was alright” and “OMG. Probably the best thing I have ever been too!” so 
don’t cheap out here. 

2) The Photographer/Videographer - because the experience is most important, being able 
to relive and remember every detail is also super duper important. Plus, this is the social 
media age and we know everyone wants to show off their experience to all of their 
followers. 



 

3) The Catering - Mmmhm. That’s right - Fun, food, and drinks all go together. People will 
always remember bad food and making sure that your food is ah-mazing will help add a 
delicious layer to the overall experience.  

 
Choosing quality over cost in those three areas is crucial in making your wedding… both 
Memorable, and Fun! 
 
Are you ready for the best wedding cheatsheet known to mankind?! 
 
Of course you are… 
 
… Check out the next page and get ready to make your wedding a day that no one will forget!  
  



 

 

Ultimate Cheatsheet for Saving Money on Your Wedding 

Who’s Gotta Go?! 
 
This is just a pretty general rule if you want save some moolah at your wedding: invite 
less people. Try to cut as many people as possible (especially the people you invited 
just to “be nice”) and invite the people that mean the most to you. Keep your bridal 
parties smaller too, that way you can save on presents, parties, bouquets, etc.  

Friday or Sunday?.  
 
Most people get married on Saturdays. There are only a little over 50 Saturdays every 
year, so this naturally creates high demand for Saturdays but a low supply of them so 
what do venues do? They jack up the prices on Saturdays! Most venues are way more 
flexible on their price for Friday and Sunday weddings so you can normally get some 
pretty good savings just by having your wedding on another day besides Saturday. 

Don’t Have a Sit-Down Meal 
 

I thought you said Catering was important? It is, BUT there are a ton of absolutely 
delicious foods that don’t have to be 5 course meals that are served on gold platters. We 
have been to so many weddings with pizza bars and taco bars that were so much better 
than a lot of plated dinners. If you want to be creative, you can even look into having a 
local food truck service your wedding. Most of the time they will always be cheaper 
overall! Tons and tons of good options. Last thing, buffets and stations are always 
cheaper than having a plated dinner. 

Recruit Your Friends 
 
Get all the people together that you love and that love you.. I’m talking friends, family, 
especially your bridal party and put those folks to work (ask kindly of course). Find 
people’s strengths and see if they can help out with things like lettering and invitations, 
helping build the wedding arch, figure out logistical stuff like the seating chart and how 
the room flip is going to work, and anything else your peeps might be good at. Don’t pay 
for other people to do that stuff when you’ve got a whole team of people who can 
probably do most of it. All you have to do is ask. 



 

Social Media is Your Friend 
 

If there are specific vendors, brands, products that you do want at your wedding and you 
aren’t willing to give those up, then it never hurts to follow a lot of those social media 
pages. Why, you ask? Because you never know when you will be able to catch one of 
those places/people giving away discounts or having promotions. 10% here and 20% 
there will add up very quickly. 

Go Green to Save Green 
 
Recycling your wedding dress is not uncommon at all anymore. You can get designer 
wedding dresses (only worn once obviously) at fractions of the normal price. Here are a 
few suggested places for you to check out. 

- Stillwhite.com 
- Preownedweddingdresses.com 
- Oncewed.com 
- Bridesae.com 

Bridesmaids Bouquets  
 

If you have a crazy long bridal party, maybe switch out your bridesmaids flower bouquets 
with something different. Here are some cool ideas: 

- Lanterns 
- Charming bridal pinwheels (give it a google)  
- Mason Jars with candles inside  
- Really big balloons 

Flowers - DIY 
 

This tip might not be for everyone, but there are some thrifty and creative brides out 
there. Flowers can be ridiculously overpriced and a lot of people can do just as good of a 
job themselves and save thousands. 
Consider ordering wholesales flowers from places like:  

- https://www.fiftyflowers.com/ 
- https://www.theflowerexchange.com/ 
- http://www.flowersandfreshness.com/ 

Flowers - Fake 
 

https://www.stillwhite.com/
http://www.preownedweddingdresses.com/
http://oncewed.com/
https://www.bridesae.com/
https://www.fiftyflowers.com/
https://www.theflowerexchange.com/
http://www.flowersandfreshness.com/


 

Fake flowers.. Whaaaaaat??? Yep. Have fake flowers. No one will even be able to tell. 
They are the fraction of the cost of real flowers PLUS you can keep them long after the 
wedding is over. 
Check out places like: 

- https://www.afloral.com/ 
- https://silkflowersfactory.com/ 
- https://www.efavormart.com/collections/silk-flower-petals 

Flowers - None  
 

Would it be so crazy to not have flowers at all? We don’t think so. Honestly who would 
miss them? This may be a tad bit extreme for you, but you would definitely save 
thousands. 

Faux Cake 
 

Wedding cakes can literally be thousands and in order to save money, some people 
have being doing a way altogether with the wedding cake. We know that’s extreme so if 
you still want to have a wedding cake (because I mean c’mon, they can really look cool) 
then opt to have a faux cake. A lot of bakers will make the entire cake out of cardboard 
and leave the very top real so you can cut for pictures. They will have regular sheet 
cakes in the back to cut and serve all your guests. You can save a lot of green that way! 

Bottles at the Bar  
 
One of the biggest wastes of money at weddings are champagne toasts. Half of the 
people won’t even touch the champagne and another good chunk of people will only 
take a sip. You can save some serious dinero by having the champagne served from the 
bar, that way you only pay for what you use.  

 

  

https://www.afloral.com/
https://silkflowersfactory.com/
https://www.efavormart.com/collections/silk-flower-petals


 

Decor Thrifting 
 

With all the people in your family and all the people in his family, plus all of your 
bridesmaids and groomsmen, SOMEONE has some decor. Don’t be afraid to ask 
around from people who have already been married about borrowing some of the stuff 
they used (I promise it hasn’t been used since their wedding anyway). You would be 
surprised at how much stuff you can get for free by just asking around and having a little 
vision. 

Minimalistic is Actually in Style  
 
Take advantage of the new wedding trend where minimal is better. Instead of outlandish 
centerpieces and over the top decorations.. Try sprigs of greenery, large twigs with pops 
of color for your floral work and for decorations plain white linens with simple geometric 
metal pieces. Not only will you have the most hipster wedding, BUT you’ll be saving 
thousands at the same time!  

Utilize a Website Instead of so Many Cards  
 

Create a wedding website so that you can have all of your event details in one place. 
You can save hundreds by directing all of your guests to your wedding website instead 
of sending multiple cards for events like showers, rehearsals, brunches, and even things 
like logistical stuff ( RSVPs, traveling accommodations, transportation info, etc). If you 
are wondering how in the world to create a wedding website, don’t worry - we’ve got you 
covered! Check out this step-by-step tutorial on how to make an awesome wedding 
website. 

Printing Less to Save More 
 
A few ways to save some printing costs for the wedding:  

- Have one wedding program per couple instead of per person 
- For the dinner menus, have one per table instead of per person 
- Have one large seating chart instead of individual escort cards 
- The more you order together at one time, the more you will save on printing fees 

(order day of stuff with things like the save the date)  

https://niceentertainment.com/blog/the-best-wedding-websites-arent-free


 

 

Uber Everywhere 
 
Instead of renting a really fancy car and spending hundreds of dollars, get an Uber. Way 
cheaper and you can even get an UberLux which is Uber’s luxury car edition if you still 
have the urge to be fancy! A little more expensive than an Uber but definitely way 
cheaper than renting a luxury car. You can even get more thrifty with it if you have a long 
ride to get where you need to go. Have your car parked a mile or two down the road and 
just have the Uber driver drop you off there so you only pay for a couple of miles and no 
one even knows!  

Photo Booth Favors 
 

A lot of people already have photo booths at their wedding or if you are thinking about 
getting one and haven’t yet, make sure the photo booth has instant, unlimited prints. 
Doing this allows for the the bride and groom to get a copy and the guests will get a copy 
to take home - that can serve as your party favors and you can mark that off the list! If 
you don’t have photo booth yet and you think that would be a lot of fun (they are) then 
check out ours here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
There you have it. You are now equipped and prepared to save mega bucks on your wedding… 
 
… that way you can spend your money on what really counts and make your wedding truly 
unforgettable and an absolute blast :) 

https://niceentertainment.com/photo-booth/

